THE MAN I KNEW

time his command consisted of four armies and a reserve
corps. The latter was commanded by General Hubert
GougL

On the iyth of March Douglas decided to move his head-
quarters from St. Orner to Montreuil, and Alan Fletcher
was detailed to make the necessary arrangements so that the
move might be accomplished as soon as possible. Beaure-
paire Chateau, about two and a half miles out of Montreuil,
was chosen for Douglas's new G.H.Q. and he moved there
on the ist of April. He little realised then that he would
occupy that chateau through the remaining anxious days of
the war and that the only statue erected to his memory
by his French comrades as a tribute of admiration and
personal affection would be put up in the Grand Place at
MontreuiL

In one of his letters Douglas mentioned that he was
arranging to have his staff officers to dine with him. He
proposed to invite them all in turn to show them that he
was personally interested in them as individuals. Only the
very senior officers had dined with the Commander-in-
Chief during his predecessor's time.

At this period Douglas spent much time visiting the
different sectors of the line and inspected many units, in-
cluding the 3rd Canadian Division. He was delighted with
the spirit of all ranks, who were looking forward enthusi-
astically to going into the Salient because they would then
be the nearest of our troops to Berlin! And this was in spite
of the fact that the losses at Ypres from artillery fire were
very heavy and the Guards alone had lost forty casualties
in one day. He found the same spirit of enthusiasm when he
inspected an Australian brigade some days later.

Douglas issued directions for the training of cavalry
divisions which had been placed under the orders of his
army commanders: one division to each army with one
division in reserve* He firmly believed that if there was a
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